Flatirons Mineral Club Coming Attractions
June and July 2026

June 9 Club Meeting: Filling Specimen Bags for Grab Bags

Join us in June to help fill specimen bags that go into grab bags for the Denver Gem & Mineral Show and our
December Club Show. The meeting starts at 7:00 pm in Barker Hall at the north end of Mountain View United
Methodist Church (355 Ponca Place in Boulder). Come through the main door to the church from the west
parking lot and go down the stairs to Barker Hall. Plan to bring refreshments to share with everyone.

Field trips for June and July

Field trip season is in full swing with upcoming excursions to the Calumet Iron Mine on June 6th, Delta, UT on
June 20th-22nd, Red Feather Lakes on July 11, and Smoky Hawk/Tarryall Topaz on July 17 and 18th. Signups for
the June field trips are available by logging on the club’s website at https://flatironsmineralclub.org/. Watch
your emails for announcements about the July field trips.

Jr. Geologists Activities
We won’t have monthly meetings during the summer, but watch your emails for special Jr. Geologists activities.
And be sure to join us on the club’s field trips this summer and the club picnic in August.

Club Picnic on August 22 - Save the Date

This year’s annual picnic is at Harlow Platts Park, the same place as previous picnics. The main pavilion is located
just south of the South Boulder Recreation Center at 1360 Gillespie Drive in Boulder. The picnic starts at 11:00
am. Folks with last names beginning with A-M are asked to bring a covered dish and folks with last names
beginning with N-Z should bring a dessert. Roll-up sandwiches and beverages will be provided by the club.

At the picnic, we will fill grab bags for sale at the Denver Gem & Mineral Show and our club show this fall,
present newsletter article awards, and honor our Rockhounds of the Year.

Nominate a Club Member for Rockhound of the Year

Each year, the club honors an active member or husband-and-wife team who has contributed to the success of
the Flatirons Mineral Club. Our first Rockhound of the Year was honored in 2002, and each year since, a club
member or couple has been selected as our Rockhound of the Year by the club membership.

Recipients for this honor are first nominated by club members. Please consider nominating someone this year -
perhaps someone who leads field trips, helps organize the club show, assists with club meetings, or helps with
the Jr. Geologists. A nomination form can be found at the end of this email blast.

Please return your nomination to Gerry Naugle by July 15. It can be mailed to Flatirons Mineral Club, P.O. Box
3331 Boulder, CO 80307-3331, or emailed to Gerry at gnaugle@earthlink.net.
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Contribute to Our Club Newsletter

Our club’s award-winning newsletter is known for the adult and junior members’ articles, photos, artwork, and
poetry in each issue. Consider writing an article or contributing photos, artwork, or poetry for our newsletter. It
can be about a favorite collecting place, one or more interesting specimens in your collection, a piece about
Colorado’s mining history, lapidary and jewelry projects, a personal or club field trip, or anything related to
rockhounding.

You can send your contributions to Dennis Gertenbach at gertenbachl@gmail.com. If you have questions about
contributing to our newsletter, please contact Dennis.

Rock Saw for Sale

The Covington Engineering 16" slab saw is a great choice for the hobbyist and
commercial cutter alike. They are fully manufactured and assembled in Idaho.
The 1172CS model is one of the most popular choices in the 1100 series. Having a
16-inch diameter blade and a sturdy bookend style vise makes cutting slabs a
breeze. The vise has wood faced jaws that will not damage your rough rock. The
cross feed allows the vise to be moved up to 4 inches. Lubri-Kool is
recommended as a cutting coolant. With a 16" blade, 2.25 gallons of oil should
be used, as this will cover 1/4 inch of the blade in oil.

Features:
e 1/2 hp motor
e 4" cross feed adjustment, 1/16" per turn
e Blade: 16"x.064 (core)/.094 (rim)
e 7" wide bookend vise
e LegStand
e Top window for viewing
e Adjustable auto shut off
e D35"/W23"/H50"

I'm selling it for $1,500. Contact Devin Ovens, devin.ovens@gmail.com or 720-989-7975.

Come to the Rocky Mountain Federation Convention
July 10-12 in Tulsa, Oklahoma

Our club is part of the Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineralogical Societies, and this year their annual
convention is in Tulsa this summer. It is held in conjunction with the Tulsa Rock and Gem Show.

Why come to the Rocky Mountain Federation Convention?

e Attend the Tulsa Rock and Mineral Society Rock and Gem Show on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. There
will be vendors and exhibits featuring beautiful rocks, minerals, and fossils, kids’ activities,
demonstrations, fluorescent room, silent auction, and more. Cost is $7 a day, $12 for the weekend.

e Come on three great field trips this weekend (see below).

e Attend the Rocky Mountain Conference’s banquet on Saturday evening and breakfast on Sunday
morning.

e Join three free field trips, one each day. See below for more information about the trips.
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e Visit two great rock-related museums in the area, including the Elsing Museum and DW Correll Museum.

e Set up a display at the rock show. Both competitive and non-competitive display cases are featured.

e Enjoy celebrations for the 100th anniversary of Route 66 and the 250th anniversary of the United States.
As the capital of Route 66, Tulsa offers 28 miles of historic road to explore, leading to landmarks such as

the iconic Blue Whale in Catoosa.

For details about the convention, including how to sign up for the different activities this weekend, see the
Rocky Mountain Federation website at https://www.rmfms.org/ and the Tulsa Rock and Mineral Society website

at https://tulsarockandmineralsociety.org/.

Friday, July 10 Blastoids & other Mississippian Marine Fossils

Limit: 50 people

Meeting place: Walmart parking lot in Wagoner (35.95789, -95.3975399)
Meeting time: 9:00am

Description: We meet by the gas station and drive to the site.
At the site we will be able to find several types of Mississippian
age fossils strewn along the lakeside. The lower the lake level,
the more we will be able to find. Once you are done here, you
are free to run over to the nearby Sequoyah State Park to visit
the nature center or to view the fossil plant material visible at
the south end of the park (collecting is NOT permitted in the park).

What to bring: shoes for walking in water or those that can get wet, a bag for

Saturday. July 11: Pennsylvanian Fern Fossils

Limit: 20 people, possibly a second group in the aft dependi
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Description: After gathering we will take a short drive to the
site. We have been given permission to access private property
nearby, 3o we will need to be well-behaved and mind the
~ grounds. We will be hiking back into the woods on the property.
Hopefully, we will have been able to make sure the trails are
- dleared out, but if not, we will likely be walking up the creek.
There we will be able to pop up slabs of the shale outcrop, likely
mdumm»mmmm

What to bring: shoes for walking in water or wadk 1, bug spray, hammer,
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after they dry out a bit - such as a clear spray-on sealer or watered down Elmer’s glue.

collecting, sunscreen, water, and lunch.

No limit on people attending.
Meeting Place: Rivermist Casino, north of Ada at the intersection of Highway 377 and

56 (34.9396, -96.6834)

Meeting time: 10:00am

Description: After meeting, we will drive a few miles down the
road and walk along the roadsides for Boley agate, a type of =
brecciated jasper.

What to bring: comfortable shoes, a bag for collecting,
hammer/prybar, sunscreen, bug spray, water, and lunch.

FRIENDS F‘MINRAOGVCO‘LOP.ADO CHAPTER 2026 SYMPOSIUM:

COLORADO 150

Celebrating 150 Years of Colora

Other Rockhounding Events and Activities in the Area
Here are other activities of interest in the area for rockhounds of all
ages. This summer brings several rock and mineral shows in the
mountains.

Featuring

Ml presentations on
Colorado

Rl Mineralogy, field

trips, workshops,

mineral auctions,

e Thursday-Monday, June 11-15, the Friends of Mineralogy is H & morel
hosting a Mineralogical Symposium, with the theme,
Colorado 150, to be held in Berthoud Hall, Colorado School of
Mines campus. Information about the lectures, reception,
field trips, museum tours, and other events, and registration
(S75 + $5.04 fee) is at https://events.humanitix.com/friends-
of-mineralogy-colorado-chapter-2026-symposium-colorado-
150. All are invited to register and attend the Symposium.

June 11th - 15th, 2026
at Colorado School of Mines in Golden, CO

e Friday-Sunday, June 19-21, is the annual Victor Gem &
Mineral Show in Victor, Colorado. The show will be held in
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downtown historic Victor and is open and free to the public. It will
include vendors selling polished gems, hand-crafted jewelry, rough
slabs, specimens, cabochons, geodes, turquoise, and more. There
will also be gold and gem panning at the Victor Lowell Thomas
Museum. Show hours are from 9 to 5 Friday and Saturday and 9-4
on Sunday. For more information, see
https://peakradar.com/event/victor-gem-mineral-show-3/.

e Saturday, June 27, the main Boulder library will host Discovering
Fossils for kids and their parents from 2 to 3:30. Come and learn
what fossils are and how they are formed. Examine actual fossils to
identify different types. You can even take some home. More
information is available at
https://calendar.boulderlibrary.org/event/15273417. Jr. Geologists
leader Dennis Gertenbach is leading this program.

Discovering Fossils

with an expert from the
Western Interior Paleontological Society
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e Friday-Sunday, July 3-5, is the Lake George Gem & Mineral Club Show, 9-5 daily. This year it will be at a
completely new (not in Lake George!) location - in Cripple Creek. It will be at 5th & Bennett Ave., in the
parking lot near northwest of the Cripple Creek District Museum. Free admission and parking. See

https://www.lggmclub.org/ for more information.

| CRIPPLE CREEK

July 3rd - 5th, 2026

e Thursday-Sunday, July 23-26, is the Fairplay Gem,
Mineral and Jewelry Show at the Fairplay River Park
Event Site. More information is available at

https://exploreparkcounty.com/event/fairplay-gem- i, (LU
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mineral-jewelry-show/.
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o Friday.-Sunday, July 30-Aug. 1, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. each day is the
creede Creede Rock and Mineral Show, at the Creede Underground Mining Museum &
s Community Center. Free admission. See https://www.creede.com/rock-mineral-
Rock & Mineral Show | .. tor details.
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Flatirons Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3331

Boulder, CO 80307
fmc.boulder@gmail.com

2026 Ballot for FMC / RMFMS / AFMS ‘Rockhound of the Year’

The club membership each year honors an active member, or a husband and wife team who have
made substantial accomplishment during the past year in promoting and furthering the FMC goals,
as per the club’s “Mission Statement” which is outlined in the Club By-laws.

Since the inception of new version of this program in 2002, the annual FMC recipients have been: Charlotte
Morrison (2002), Paul & Martha Ralston (2003), Ray & Dorothy Horton (2004), John & Jeanne Hurst (2005),
Ray & Joyce Gilbert (2006), Chuck & Jan Buda (2007), Cory Olin co-tie with Hallie & Dot Cook (2008), Shaula
Lee (2009), Anita Colin co-tie with Gabi Accatino (2010), Mel & Charlotte Bourg (2011), Deborah Knox (2012),
Ed Raines & Silvia Pettem (2013), Mike Smith (2014), Tally O’'Donnell (2015), Dennis Gertenbach (2016), Trick
Runions (2017), Jean Orr (2018), Craig Hazelton (2019), Brian Walko 2020, Suzanne Peach 2021, Will Rehm
2022, Tony Bubb 2023, Howard Gordon in 2024 and Jasper & Rachel Seldin in 2025.

Please list your 2026 nominee below. You can also vote by several electronic means. All voting
information is confidential and will be tallied and is then erased /or/ shredded by Gerry Naugle. The
FMC annual winners’ names are sent to the RMFMS and AFMS offices for publication in their res-
pective newsletters. Note: The annual FMC winner(s) are also inducted into, and their names are
engraved onto the FMC Hall of Fame (HOF) Plague.

Your 2026 nomination is:

The person (or) persons should be honored because of (brief summary):

Submitted by, please print

Please return this paper ballot to Gerry Naugle (use the above letterhead address) by July 12th
or by (the easiest means possible) by sending an e-mail to: gnaugle@earthlink.net

Voting results will be announced and the HOF Plaque will be at the 2026 annual club picnic at the
Harlow Platts Park - Pavillion, 1496 Gillespie Drive in 80305, on Sat, 22Aug More info on the picnic
in subsequent club newsletter, and the picnic starts at 11:00AM of that day.

Thanks for participating !
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