Calumet Iron Mine

Date: Saturday, June 6, 2026

Time: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM (or until storms roll in)

Distance: ~153 miles from Boulder each way to Safeway

Limit: 20 Attendees. Joint trip with Lake George Gem & Mineral Club

Trip Information: Meet promptly at 10 AM at the Safeway in Salida, Colorado, 232 G St,
Salida, CO 81201. Park along the Western/Southwestern edge of the lot. From here, we will
travel to the mine site. Please be prepared to carpool with others as parking near the mine site is
limited. Also consider sharing heavy tools going up the hill with your carpooling group since this
trip involves a steep climb at 9000°. This will be a collecting trip along very steep, sunny terrain.
Be sure to bring sun protection, sunblock, insect repellent, and plenty of water - at least two
quarts/person. Best route: Boulder south to US 285, then southwest on 285 to a few miles south
of Nathrop, where you turn left onto CO 291 to get into Salida. Travel time will be about 3 hours
each way. There are no bathroom facilities or reliable cell service at this remote site.

Recommended equipment: gloves, rock hammer, pick, shovel, cold chisel, 3# hammer,
collecting bag, paper or baggies to wrap specimens. Bring safety glasses and a hand lens.

What to Expect: The Calumet Iron Mine, near Salida, is a great location for collecting Epidote,
Quartz, Magnetite, and Actinolite, with secondary occurrences of Diopside, Garnet, Uralite,
Tremolite, Quartz points, and Malachite. There is even a possibility of finding Sapphires in the
area. Everyone will find some epidote, quartz, and magnetite. The other minerals listed are rarer.

Physical Requirements: Be prepared for a very strenuous climb along a 12 Mi slope at an
elevation of 9,500 feet.

Leaders: John Rakowski (rakgeologist@gmail.com), Jasper Seldin (jseldin@gmail.com)
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