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Flatirons Mineral Club Coming Attractions 
April and May 2026 

 
 

Silent Auction – Thursday, April 16 
This year’s silent auction will start at 6:45 pm in Barker Hall at 
Mountain View United Methodist Church (355 Ponca Place in 
Boulder).  Over the past few years, the club has received several 
outstanding collections.  Many of these items will be available at 
the auction, including fabulous minerals, fossils, and lapidary 
material.  You will also be able to bid on rockhounding books and 
tools. 
 
Come to the auction and find those special specimens, books, or 
tools that you have been looking for.  We can accept cash, check, 
and credit cards.  If you like, please bring finger food to share. 
 
Also, plan to bring something to carry your purchases and 
something to wrap and protect your purchases. 
 
A flyer for the Silent Auction is on the last page of this email blast.  
Please copy and distribute to others. 
 
Sellers:  We welcome your rockhounding items to sell at the auction.  You can designate 20%, 50%, or 100% of 
the sale to go to the club.  Now is the time to go through your rocks, minerals, fossils, rockhounding books, and 
other equipment and set aside items you no longer want and would like to sell at the auction.  You can e-mail 
Gerry Naugle at gnaugle@earthlink.net for a seller’s number ahead of time, so you can fill out your bid slips 
before the meeting.  Bid slips are on page 4 of this email blast.  Tables for Silent Auction items will be available 
for setting up, starting at 6:00 p.m.   
 
Questions about selling items at the auction?  Contact Gerry at gnaugle@earthlink.net. 
 

Note that this year’s Silent Auction is on 
Thursday, April 16th, not on Tuesday, April 14th. 

  

May Club Meeting Features Field Trips - Tuesday, May 12 

Our May club meeting is all about field trips. Howard Gordon will lead the first half giving an overview of the 
geological history of the Cambrian, focused on the fossil trilobites FMC members are planning to collect on the 
field trip to western Utah.  These middle Cambrian trilobites are the same age as soft bodied fossils found in the 
Burgess Shale of Canada.  Howard’s talk will provide information that will make the trip to the U-Dig Fossil 
Quarry even more rewarding. 
 
 

mailto:gnaugle@earthlink.net
mailto:gnaugle@earthlink.net


2 
 
 

After that, Jasper Seldin will present the lineup of field trips for the 2026 season. Trip leaders will be there to 
talk about their trip and answer questions. We'll have nice pictures and specimens from the localities to give you 
a taste of what you may find.  
 
Join us at 7:00 pm at Mountain View United Methodist Church, 355 Ponca Place in Boulder, in Frasier Parlor 
(south end of the church) for a great program. 
 
 

Field Trips Are Coming 
Our field trip season is just around the corner.  To give you a heads-up, here are the trips with confirmed dates.  
More details about these and other trips will be available at the May 12 club meeting.  Sign-ups will open about 
a month before each trip and will be announced by email.  So far, it looks like a great summer for collecting 
 

Trip Date 

Jamestown Fluorite May 2 

CSM Edgar Test Mine May 15 

Calumet Iron Mine June 6 

Delta, UT Trilobites, Fossils, and Minerals June 20-22 

Red Feather Lakes Quartz July 11 

Smoky Hawk and Topaz Mountain July 17-18 

 
 

Jr. Geologists Activities 
We continue learning about rocks and minerals at our April 21 meeting, this time 
focusing on thumbnail rocks, minerals, and fossils (specimens less than one inch x one 
inch x one inch) and we complete requirements for the World in Miniature Badge.  
Plan to bring thumbnail specimens from your collection for a show-and-tell.  Watch 
your emails for more information about the meeting.   
 
Meetings start at 6:30 at Mountain View United Methodist Church (355 Ponca Place in 
Boulder).  If you have children ages 6 and above who would like to join the Jr. Geologists, please contact Dennis 
at gertenbach1@gmail.com. 
 
 

2026 Youth Paleo-Art Competition 
Calling all youth artists.  Create artwork featuring ancient animals or plants, and enter your 
artwork in a competition to win free passes to the U-dig trilobite quarry in Utah or one of 
the fossil fish quarries in Wyoming.  Details about the contest are available by scanning 
this QR code.  Deadline for entry is April 11. 
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2026 Dues are Due! 

Dues are still only $18 for individual and family membership.  You can pay in three ways: 

• PAY online by credit card at FMC Renewal or via this QR code.  If you pay by 
this method, please send an e-mail to Gerry Naugle at gnaugle@earthlink.net 
as a 'heads-up'. 

• PAY Gerry Naugle, Treasurer and Membership Chair, at any FMC monthly 
meeting. Gerry is at or near the sign-in table when you enter the room for the 
monthly meetings. 

• SEND a check or money order made to "Flatirons Mineral Club” or “FMC“ to 
P.O. Box 3331, Boulder, CO, 80307. Please do not send cash in the mail. 

  
Your 2026 dues must be received as soon as possible, in order to stay current with the member benefits, which 
include electronic club newsletters containing information about club activities, club field trips, annual show 
opportunities, silent auction opportunities, the annual club summer picnic, and access to the club website. Your 
receipt is your new annual 2026 FMC membership card. 
  

Wanted:  Articles, Photos, and Other Items for the Next Newsletter. 
Our club’s award-winning newsletter is known for articles, photos, artwork, and poetry by our members.  These 
can be on any rockhounding subject, including interesting mineral and fossil finds, neat collecting places, and 
technical and historical articles.  Contributions from all ages - adult club members and Jr. Geologists - are 
welcome.   
 
You can send your contributions to Dennis Gertenbach at gertenbach1@gmail.com.  Deadline for submitting 
contributions to the next newsletter is April 30.  If you have any questions about contributing to our 
newsletter, please contact Dennis 
 

Member Name Tags 
Would you like a Flatirons Mineral Club name tag to wear at club events 
and field trips?  The club places orders for name tags several times a year 
for members.  
 
If you would like a name tag, please log onto our website and choose the 
“Request a Name Tag” link in the Members Area.  Add your name to the list 
as you want it to appear on your name tag, and it will be ordered for you.  Your family’s first name tag is $5.  
Other club members can order name tags or replacement tags for $8.  You can pay for your name tag(s) by cash 
or check payable to FMC at any monthly meeting or other club event.  If you have questions about ordering your 
name tag, please contact Gerry Naugle at gnaugle@earthlink.net or 303-591-2830. 
 

Other Rockhounding Events and Activities in the Area 
Here are other activities of interest in the area for rockhounds of all ages. 
 

• April 25 (Saturday) is the Sesquicentennial Saloon, the annual Rock 
the Ridge fundraiser for Dinosaur Ridge.  For more information, see 
https://bolder.bid/app/public/bidapp/dinosaurridge. 

  
 
 

Example of a club name tag 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1e5QheJF_ldAdloJFiwQPYhoc_IWgiRFjdQ5yjqCIvRE/edit
mailto:gnaugle@earthlink.net
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This page is fill-in-able using Acrobat Reader. Sellers:  Fill-in and print your bid slips.
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Flatirons Mineral Club 
 
 

2026 Annual Silent Auction, starts at 6:45pm on  
Thursday, April 16th  

 
 

Seller’s set-up starts at 5:45pm 
 

Mountain View Methodist Church,  355 Ponca Place in 
East Boulder (80303) in the downstairs Barker Hall Room   
 

(It is the huge A-Frame looking church with south facing solar-panels 
on roof. Is located just west of Frasier Healthcare on Ponca Place)  

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Minerals, Crystals, Fossils and Lapidary 
 
 

Bring items to sell…..or just come to browse!  
 

Sellers: Suggest to e-mail or call Gerry Naugle ahead of time to 
get a seller-buyer number, then you can pre-fill your seller 
slips before the event. 
 
Gerry Naugle   gnaugle@earthlink.net  or  303-591-2830 
 

 
 

See us on our website, at:  
 

 https://flatironsmineralclub.org  

mailto:gnaugle@earthlink.net
https://flatironsmineralclub.org/
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